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INSIDE THIS 

people to CPC, reconnected with old members 
in Hyde Park, reached out to potential    
members and camp families in Kalamazoo 
and broke even with our costs. As our       
outreach efforts grow and we continue to 

recruit new campers, we 
must strive to provide 
scholarship assistance to all 
camp families in need. This 
is especially  important for us 
as an organization that pro-
motes and values diversity. 
    We would like to thank 
all of the board members 
who volunteered their time 
and/or homes to sell and 
distribute trees. A special 
thanks goes to Mariah 
Scott and her family for 
their stellar achievements in 
selling trees in the greater 
Detroit area. Keep an eye 
out next holiday season for 
your chance to pitch in to 
support the Circle Pines 

Center camper scholarship fund, while    
simultaneously acquiring beautiful holiday 
decorations for your home. 

CIRCLE PINES CEN-
TER  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Cheese Making Workshop:  
 January 21-23 

Cabin Fever: January 28-30 

Couplesô Massage Week-
end:  
   February 11-13 

Presidentôs Day Getaway:  
 February 18-20 

Farmersô Retreat: Feb. 25-
27 

Maple Syrup Weekends:          
 March 11-13 & 18-20 

Womenôs Weekend:  
 April 15-17 

Motherôs Day Retreat:  
 May 6-8 

Spanish Immersion:  
 May 13-15 

Yoga Retreat: 
  To Be Announced 

SUMMER CAMP 

Session I: June 26-July 9 

Hereõs a wonderful opportunity for you to help your co-op! 
Due to a lack of the Hyde Park tree sale and subsequent loss of 
income, we are in critical need of scholarship funding. Through 
the generosity of some dear friends of CPC, we have matching 
funds available for up to six $1,000 contributions from capable 
individuals or small groups of friends. Your collective, timely 
contributions of $6,000 will put $12,000 in the scholarship fund 
for campers in need this summer. So, team up with some 
friends and family and pool your funds to come up with $1,000 
to qualify us for the matching funds being offered. We are 
counting on you to help your co-op fund this vital service! 

If you are one of the many CPCõers remi-
niscent of the days when you could buy a 
holiday tree to support camper scholar-
ships, bethink no more. CPC staff and 
board members teamed up this winter to 
revive the tree sale. And 
our pre-order sales in 
the Chicago and Detroit 
areas were such a success, 
weõll be replicating our 
efforts again next year.  
 By Thanksgiving 2011, 
weõll be taking orders by 
phone and email for 
trees and hand-decorated 
wreaths to be delivered 
to you in plenty of time 
for the holidays. These 
items will also be for sale 
at the CPC Rec Hall, as 
well as the Peopleõs Food 
Co-op in Kalamazoo.  
 This yearõs sale fell 
short of the fundraising 
gains that dedicated 
CPCõers have accomplished in the past. 
However, the sale was deemed a successful 
endeavor overall, as we brought new local 

Kevin proudly displays a tree in the Rec Hall. 

Scholarship Matching Funds 
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Circle Pines Center is a non-

profit recreational and educational 

cooperative located on 294 acres 

of rolling hills in southwest MI. 

Founded in 1938, the Centerôs 

ongoing mission is to teach peace, 

social justice, environmental   

stewardship and cooperation as a 

way of life.  

 

Board of Directors 

Richard Teresi, President 

David Hoyle, Vice President 

Mariah Scott, Secretary 

Paul Emery, Treasurer 

Aaron Carlson 

Mike Domina 

Meryl Domina 

Derek Freidheim 

Deb Olson 

Frank Rosen 

Kathy Siegenthaler  

Tessa Simonds 

Judith Transue 

 

Staff 

Center Director 

Tom VanHammen 

Program Director 

Rachel Zegerius  

Physical Plant Staff 

Ron Knutson 

Kitchen Manager 

Kevin Greene 

Summer Camp Director 

Tessa Simonds 

 

Pine Needles provides news 

and information about Circle 

Pines Center and its members. 

Comments and suggestions 

are welcome. Submissions are 

due by March 31st, for the 

next issue. 

 

Circle Pines Center 

8650 Mullen Road 

Delton, MI 49046  USA 

Ph. (269) 623-5555 

Fax (269) 623-9054 

info@circlepinescenter.net 

circlepinescenter.org 

What: Couplesõ Massage Weekend 
When: February 11-13 
Cost: $300/Member Couple;  
     $340/Non-Member  Couple 

Certified Massage Therapist Traci Seuss of 
Kalamazoo will teach couples how to pam-
per each other over Valentineõs Day week-
end at CPC. Participants will gain basic 
knowledge about giving and receiving mas-
sage in a casual setting. Learning to receive a 
massage from your partner is just as impor-
tant as discovering massage technique, so 

Directorôs Report 

On the day I am writing this, we are getting 
our first significant snowfall of the season. 
Weõve had plenty of cold through the 
month of December, but not much snow. 
With the cold and lack of snow, Stewart 
Lake froze over nice and smooth, so we 
have been able to take advantage of some 
lovely skating on a 50-acre ice rink. Iõve 
gone a few times and I had some company 
on the Sunday of New Yearõs weekend. 
Now with the snow, weõll be able to get out 
on the trails with the cross-country skis. I 
hope you can come out and join in some 
winter fun while it lasts. 
 We have been making some improve-
ments to the CPC website; we now have the 
ability to make changes to it from the CPC 
office. So hopefully it will be kept up to date 
more often than before. A donation/
payment button has been added so you can 
now make donations or payments to CPC 
for weekend events or summer camp, with a 
credit or debit card or Paypal account 

through our web-
site. We are going 
to be adding a 
summer camp 
page in the near 
future. Be on the 
look out for an on
-line member  
survey, as that is 
in the works also. 

 At the October membership meeting it 
was approved to allow the North Country 
Trail Association to run a section of that 
trail along the east side of our property, 
north of Mullen Road. Once they get      
approval from the state to move the section 
of trail just north of us, they will begin on 
the project. We are looking forward to 
working with this group and being a part of 
the North Country Trail. This will also give 
Circle Piners a way to hike or ski from our 
property, north through the Barry County 
State Game Area and on up to the Yankee 
Spring Recreation Area. 
 Thanks to all of you that have come out 
to volunteer over the last year, either for any 
of our workbee weekends or during summer 
camp. We so appreciate your help. Thanks 
also to all of you that have made financial 
contributions and/or paid your membership 
dues as we cannot keep the organization 
going without your financial help. And fi-
nally, thanks to all of you that have come 
out for any of the various programs 
throughout the past year. This is the best 
way for you to support the organization if 
you can. The board and staff love seeing the 
site filled with people of all ages and back-
grounds enjoying themselves, relaxing and 
learning from one another. To all of you, 
come visit Circle Pines Center sometime 
soon! 

Sincerely,  

By: Tom VanHammen  

Massage Your Valentine at CPC 
instruction will include giving feedback as 
well. During the two 2-hour sessions, Traci 
will also discuss how to set up the proper 
environment for massage. 
 Tuition includes two nightsõ lodging; five 
deliciously home-cooked meals; massage 
instruction; handouts; and a small bottle of 
water-soluble massage oil. For more infor-
mation or to register call (269) 623-5555 or 
email: rachelz@circlepinescenter.net. We 
hope to see you there!  
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Winter Getaways Will Warm Your Heart 
By Rachel Zegerius 

What: Cabin Fever & Presidentsõ Day Getaways 
When: January 28-30 and February 18-20 
Cost: Member $110; Non-member $130  

Re-treat yourself to one of the upcoming winter weekends 
filled with relaxation, discussion and recreation. Get together 
with other CPCõers and warm your bones by the farmhouse 
fires. The library will be as cozy as ever, the side porch filled 
with lively conversation and the wood-fired sauna will be 
stoked and steamy. No specific programming is planned for 
these weekends, but there will be some great activities in 
which to participate (yoga, qigong, arts & crafts and more).  
 When you arrive at CPC for a winter weekend, be pre-
pared to partake in plenty of hardy comfort food concocted 
from scratch for you by our kitchen staff. And, Kevin will be 
happy to have your help in the kitchen preparing meals if 
you find yourself with an irresistible urge to pitch in.  
 CPC is a formidable winter wonderland during these 
colder months. The lake will be covered with ice for those of 
you interested in taking advantage of your own private skat-
ing rink. And, if the weather cooperates, the trails will be full 
of fluffy snow just waiting for you to ski them. If youõre new 
to winter outdoor recreational activities, staff will be happy 
to provide demonstrational skiing and skating sessions.  

Homesteading Programs Successfully Raise 

Malaya and Leander Scipes lace up their skates for a spin on the lake.  

 At our recent New Yearõs Family Getaway the rain didnõt 
dampen our spirits. We concocted a batch of homemade 
(non-alcoholic) wassail and sang to the sugar bush in hopes 
of a good maple syruping season to come this spring. So, 
whatever your comfort level come out to CPC to enjoy a 
weekend with friends and òfamilyó! 

If you havenõt been paying attention, you may have missed 
the recent homesteading series of workshops being offered 
at CPC. Starting with a Harvest Weekend, we learned how 
to preserve food through dehydration and canning. Those 
involved also got a lesson in the kitchen from Kevin on how 
to prepare root vegetables in various delicious recipes. 

 Following Harvest 
Weekend, was this 
yearõs Soap Making 
workshop. Participants 
learned to cold process 
natural soaps by hand. 
And, in late January, 
CPC will be hosting its 
first goat milk Cheese 
Making Workshop. 
Local goat guru, Marge 
Perrin, will be joining 
us at CPC to explore 
the lost art of turning 
farm fresh milk into 
delicious homemade 
curds and whey.  
 Marge will cover the 
equipment needs and 
basic principles behind the cheese making process. Her   
emphasis will be on chevre, fresh soft cheese made from the 
milk from CPCõs very own goats, QP and Widget. 
Visit our website for more information on these events! 

Jasmine Angelini-Knoll demonstrates the basics of canning tomatoes to 
onlookers Hans Buwalda (left) and Neil Juhl (center).  

From Left: Will, Jim and Dave  soap it up. 

By Rachel Zegerius 


